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TAGS: MARR IR MU 

SUBJ: SULTAN QABUS' VISIT TO TEHRAN 

1 . DURING AUDIENCE JULY 6, SHAH TOLD ME THAT SULTAN QABUS 
HAD HAD GOOD VISIT TO TEHRAN. THERE HAD BEEN AMPLE 
DISCUSSION OF OMAN'S RELATIONS WITH ITS PENINSULAR 
NEIGHBORS AND SULTAN AND SHAH HAD AGREED ON TRENDS IN 
REGIONAL POLITICS. BOTH RULERS WERE SKEPTICAL ABOUT 
SAUDI EFFORTS TO WEAN PDRY AWAY FROM DEPENDENCY ON 
COMMUNIST REGIMES. SHAH AND QABUS SHARED PERCEPTION 
THAT SOMALIA WAS DRIFTING GRADUALLY FURTHER LEFTWARD 
AND THAT SAME TENDENCY WAS NOTED IN ETHIOPIA. 

2. QABUS EXPRESSED A LACK OF ENTHUSIASM ABOUT HIS 
RELATIONSHIP WITH SAUDIS. HE TOLD SHAH THAT HE WAS 
MUCH MORE APPRECIATIVE OF ASSISTANCE RENDERED HIM BY 
SHAIKH ZAYID. SULTAN ALSO EXPRESSED DETERMINATION TO 
MAKE GENUINE EFFORT TO DIMINSH HIS DEPENDENCY ON THE 
BRITISH. HE BELIEVED THAT AN INCREASE IN OMANI INCOME 
FROM OIL WAS POSSIBLE WHICH WOULD DECREASE HIS NEED 
FOR BRITISH SUPPORT AND ENABLE HIM TO PURSUE MORE 
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3. ON BILATERAL MATTERS, SHAH SAID SULTAN HAD ASKED 
HIM TO MAINTAIN IRANIAN FORCES IN DHOFAR. AS FURTHER 
REFLECTION OF SULTAN'S SKEPTICISM RE SAUDI'S ABILITY 
TO CHANGE NATURE OF ADVEN REGIME AND THUS TO REMOVE 
THREAT TO OMAN FROM THAT QUARTER, QABUS OFFERED SHAH 
USE OF MASIRAH FACILITY FOR IRANIAN P-3S AND OTHER 
AIRCRAFT AS DESIRED. SHAH COMMENTED THAT HE WOULD 
ASK HIS MILITARY STAFF TO STUDY IRANIAN REQUIREMENTS 
BEFORE REPLYING TO SULTAN'S OFFER. HE MADE POINT OF 
TELLING QABUS THAT IRANIAN AIR FORCE PERSONNEL WERE 
ALREADY OVERSTRETCHED WITH TASKS AT HAND AND WOULD 
NOT BE IN A POSITION TO ASSIST WITH OPERATION OF 
MASIRAH FACILITY. 
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